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8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Supplementary amendment received on 1 1/14/2005 has been entered. The applicant has 
remarked that the cited reference, i.e. Hoshen, Gideon et al. (EP 1 231 790 A2), has a publication 
date on August 14, 2002. However, Hoshen has claimed a US priority dated February 13, 2001. 
Thus it satisfies 35 U.S.C. 102(e) requirements for prior art. The corresponding US publication is 
also available as Hoshen et al. (US 20020154892 Al). 

2. Amendment received on 1 1/09/2005 has been entered. Claims 1-12 are cancelled. Claims 
13-28 are new. Claims 13-28 are still pending. 

Priority 

3. This application has no priority claim made. The filing date is 02/20/2002. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent 
or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States 
before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed 
under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application 
designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the 
English language. 

Claims 13-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Hoshen et al. (US 
20020154892 Al), hereinafter referred as Hoshen. 

a. Regarding claim 13, Hoshen disclosed a digital media distribution system (D: Fig. 1; 
paragraph 2: digital broadcasting of audio/video media items) (paragraph 3: digital 
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broadcast, Internet) for use with a data network (paragraph 3: digital broadcast, 
Internet) comprising: a content database for storing a plurality of digital media files 
(Fig. 1, paragraph 57: plurality of titles stored at a central management system); and a 
service area network in communication with the content database for receiving the 
plurality of digital media files via a first network connection, the service area network 
comprising (Fig. 1; paragraph 57: cable system), a hub for managing distribution of 
the plurality of digital media files (paragraphs 106-108: line extenders), at least one 
router in communication with the hub for delivering the plurality of digital media 
files via a second network connection (paragraph 83: management system slices titles 
and distributed accordingly to STB or SSTB), and at least one end-user system in 
communication with the at least one router configured to receive the plurality of 
digital media files via a third network connection (Fig. 4, paragraph 93: STB works 
with management system in receiving and distributed MPEG-2 multiplexed stream), 
b. Regarding claim 14, Hoshen disclosed the system of claim 13 wherein the hub 
comprises: a head-end control system for, selecting the at least one end-user system 
for distribution of the plurality of digital media files (paragraph 3: The subscriber's 
selection is transferred to centralized servers and disk farms that send the desired 
video to the specific set-top box 10.), testing the third network connection such that 
the third network connection is verified (paragraph 93: The STB 10 interacts with the 
equipments at the Central Management System 5 1 . Please check that I am correct] by 
means of the RF Coax Cable 501, using an in-band or out-band interactive channel 
receiver 503.), selecting the at least one router corresponding to the selecting the at 
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least one end-user system (paragraph 83: management system slices titles and 
distributed accordingly to STB or SSTB), and sending the plurality of digital media 
files to the selecting the at least one end-user system (Fig. 4, paragraph 93: STB 
works with management system in receiving and distributed MPEG-2 multiplexed 
stream); a look-up service for finding the plurality of digital media files (paragraphs 
163-164: EPG is used for a request to view title); and a digital rights management 
service for authorizing distribution of the plurality of digital media files (paragraph 
57: Furthermore, the central management system 51 comprises a billing sub-system 
and a conditional access sub-system for billing and title piracy prevention 
accordingly; paragraph 84: The recorded title is MPEG-2 compressed and encrypted 
using a standard off-the-shelf, Conditional-Access device). 

c. Regarding claim 15, Hoshen disclosed the system of claim 14 wherein the at least one 
end-user system is further configured to store the plurality of digital media files 
(paragraphs 95-104: SSTB). 

d. Regarding claim 16, Hoshen disclosed the system of claim 15 wherein the plurality of 
digital media files stored on the at least one end-user system are not directly 
controllable by an end-user (paragraphs 66-67: sends a request for a selected title via 
an upstream interactive channel to the management system). 

e. Regarding claim 17, Hoshen disclosed the system of claim 16 wherein the plurality of 
digital media files stored on the at least one end-user system are registered by the 
look-up service such that the plurality of digital media files are available for further 
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distribution (paragraph 65: EPG; paragraph 85: the management system manages a 
database relating to each title, the address locations of its slices within SSTBs). 

f. Regarding claim 1 8, Hoshen disclosed the system of claim 1 3 wherein the at least one 
router utilizes host-intelligent dynamic routing algorithms (paragraph 83: 
management system slices titles and distributed accordingly to STB or SSTB; Fig. 4, 
paragraph 93: STB works with management system in receiving and distributed 
MPEG-2 multiplexed stream). 

g. Regarding claim 19, Hoshen disclosed the system of claim 13 wherein the data 
network is configured in a topology selected from the group consisting of: daisy chain 
topology, star topology, and ring topology (Fig. 1; paragraph 57: cable system). 

h. Regarding claim 20, Hoshen disclosed the system of claim 13 wherein the first 
network connection is selected from the group consisting of: a satellite connection, an 
Internet connection, a cable television connection, or a physical delivery service 
connection (Fig. 1; paragraph 57: cable system). 

i. Regarding claim 21, Hoshen disclosed the system of claim 16, wherein the plurality 
of digital media files stored on the at least one end-user system are stored on a storage 
device that is at least partially controllable by the end-user (paragraph 2: Tivo, DVR). 

j. Regarding claim 22, Hoshen disclosed the system of claim 16 further comprising a 
user-access profile database, the user-access profile data base configured to store 
access information for the at least one end-user system (paragraph 57: Furthermore, 
the central management system 51 comprises a billing sub-system and a conditional 
access sub-system for billing and title piracy prevention accordingly; paragraph 90: 
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The Billing for each provided service is performed, for example, using off-the-shelf 
API. The Management System 57 outputs each viewing transaction to the billing 
system, which in turn respectively charges the subscribers.; paragraph 164: The 
Management System 57 registers the request (step 143) for billing, statistics, and 
maintenance purposes), 
k. Claims 23-28 are of the same scope as claims 13-18 and 21. These are rejected for the 
same reasons as for claims 13-18 and 21. 

Hoshen disclosed all limitations of claims 13-28. Claims 13-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 

102(e). 
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Response to Arguments 
5. Applicant's arguments with respect to pending claims have been considered but are moot 
in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Remarks 

6. The following pertaining arts are discovered and not used in this office action. Office 
reserves the right to use these arts in later actions. 

a. Safadi (US 584775 1 A) CATV communication system remote hub for distribution of 
digital, analog, broadcast and interactive communications 

b. Hoffberg (US 6850252 Bl) Intelligent electronic appliance system and method 

c. Hashimoto (US 6868550 Bl) Conditional access system of CATV 

d. Dorricott et al. (US 20020087970 Al) Electronic media distribution 
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Conclusion 

7. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy 
as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS 
of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after the end 
of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will 
expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 
1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Refer to the enclosed PTO-892 for details. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Peling A. Shaw whose telephone number is (571) 272-7968. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:00 - 4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David A. Wiley can be reached on (571) 272-3923. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the statu9s of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
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applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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